
I appreciate the positive feedback I have gotten from some current and former 
parents of CALO students. That feedback has centered around posts on this 
blog highlighting successes of former students. When I get such reports of 
success from parents, and students themselves, it is a job-satisfaction-
enhancer. Our work at CALO can be quite difficult at times and to hear 
positive comments can make the difficult times well worth it. With that in mind, 
I have another email I want to post here that came in yesterday. The mother 
of a former student sent it in, and I have changed names only to protect 
confidentiality. This young lady, Sharon I will call her, had a difficult transition 
home and things had been very emotional and rough for three weeks. Sharon 
parted the family home for a few days and then returned. Sharon and the 
family had some trust to rebuild. They were able to do that work and proceed 
with plans for Sharon to enter college. That background will probably help 
make this post make sense. Here is the email: 
Hi Ken: 
I just wanted you to know that Sharon went to her first day of college and 
loved it. She aced the class and got a congratulations from the teacher 
afterward for her participation! 
Of course, for the last three weeks her anxiety and her behavior had almost 
derailed everything we learned and achieved together at CALO. It has been 
really awful, to tell the truth. Not "it", but "she". And she had permission to get 
a job instead. Until she got into the car today I did not know if she would 
go.  But the dogs and I escorted her down the street and over to her school (5 
minutes) and 90 minutes later came a triumphant phone call. Transitions are 
hard, we knew this, but this one was one of the worst. But she is there, now 
psyched, and we expect her to do well. Her experience with CALO'S dogs 
created  a serious interest in Veterinary Technology as well as teaching 
history. Who knew. 
One more thing. Her boyfriend has been very supportive of her and has really 
helped her to remain on track with school! He was a calm voice all month long 
while she was totally off kilter especially the last two weeks. You never know 
how things are going to turn out. 
We know she owes her success today, as hard as it came, to CALO and what 
she found there. She gets it too, and has also found a great therapist, and she 
is committed to that as well. 
Take care, Julie 

 


